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SOLAS V REGULATION 12 -
Vessel traffic services

1 Vessel traffic services (VTS) contribute to safety of life at sea, safety and efficiency of
navigation and protection of the marine environment, adjacent shore areas, work sites
and offshore installations from possible adverse effects of maritime traffic.

2 Contracting Governments undertake to arrange for the establishment of VTS where, in
their opinion, the volume of traffic or the degree of risk justifies such services.

3 Contracting Governments planning and implementing VTS shall, wherever possible,
follow the guidelines developed by the Organization*. The use of VTS may only be made
mandatory in sea areas within the territorial seas of a coastal State.

4 Contracting Governments shall endeavor to secure the participation in, and
compliance with, the provisions of vessel traffic services by ships entitled to fly their flag.
5 Nothing in this regulation or the guidelines adopted by the Organization shall prejudice
the rights and duties of Governments under international law or the legal regimes of
straits used for international navigation and archipelagic sea lanes.

* Refer to the Guidelines on Vessel Traffic Services adopted by the Organization by
resolution A.857(20).



VTSOEZHZ (A20/ Res857)

Vessel traffic service (VTS)
a service implemented by a Competent Authority, designed to improve the safety
and efficiency of vessel traffic and to protect the environment. The service should

have the capability to interact with the traffic and to respond to traffic situations
developing in the VTS area.

VTS services

VTS should comprise at least an information service and may also

include others, such as a navigational assistance service or a traffic organization
service, or both, defined as follows:

1 An information service is a service to ensure that essential information becomes
available in time for on-board navigational decision-making.

2 A navigational assistance service is a service to assist on-board navigational
decision-making and to monitor its effects.

3 A traffic organization service is a service to prevent the development of
dangerous maritime traffic situations and to provide for the safe and efficient
movement of vessel traffic within the VTS area.
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Type of VTS services

- Information Service (INS)
(An Information Service provides essential and timely information to assist
the on-board decision-making process)

- Traffic Organisation Service (TOS)

(A Traffic Organisation Service provides essential and timely information to
assist the on-board decision-making process and may advise, instruct or
exercise authority to direct movements)

- Navigational Assistance Service (NAS)

(It is a service to assist in the on-board navigational decision-making process
and is provided at the request of a vessel, or when deemed necessary by the
VTS)

- Traffic instruction
Are binding orders given by the VTS-operators
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Sembawang Control Centre (SCC)
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Republic of Indonesia

Ministry of Transportation

Directorate General of Sea Transportation

Directorate of Navigation

District of Tanjung Pinang

Buoy-tender  Lighthouse Costal Station VTS Center BATAM
(BATAM Radio)
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